
Attempting to squeeze 50 years of aviation 
highlights and safety information into one issue 
has challenged us, so we divided this special 

issue into five decades. 
Peter Mersky, a long-time former Approach 

editor, has written an informative introduction for 
each decade and points out significant naval-aviation 
events that took place during that specific period. 
The magazine’s centerfold features original artwork 
by Bryan Snuffer, and the painting’s content bridges 
naval aviation from the mid-1950s to today’s era and 
into the future.  

This page depicts the first two articles from the very 
first issue of Approach. Their words from 1955 still 
ring true. Then, as now, the real value of this magazine 

lies in the contributors: stories and articles you 
submit with the intent that others will learn from 
your mistakes and not repeat them. Over the years 
Approach has become part of the fabric and part 
of the institution of naval aviation safety.

We hope this issue offers a perspective on 
where we’ve been and where we’re headed in 
our quest to make our profession mishap-free. 
— Jack Stewart, Editor 
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